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tried to follow this ideal and it was my privilege to be able to take some effective
steps to make vernacular as the medium of instruction up to the Matriculation
standard in the Calcutta University, I therefore trust that I shall not be misun-
derstood when I say that while I appreciate the worthiness of this scheme as a
means of easily learning a foreign language and as a patriotic desire to enrich and
encourage the development of one's own mother tongue, we should not at the same
time make a fetish of it. The world has become small and India cannot remain
isolated any more. We are bound to take our place in the world economy and
any tendency in Universities to neglect the use of the English language out of
false pride and false ideas of patriotism, is bound to tell on our own usefulness
and progress and position in the world of thought and life. English ia the langu-
age which opens to us the treasures of modern science and criticism. It is the
language by which we are able to |>ut ourselves in touch with the other nations
of the world. For purposes of business and commerce, we require language that
is spoken practically over the whole world. And it would be a bad day for us if
we should in any manner lower our standard of teaching and knowledge in English.
By all means, develop the vernacular, but do not do so at the cost of a thorough
and good knowledge of English.

I would like to mention that the system of Readership Lectures has placed the
University of Calcutta in a position to invite scholars from abroad from time to
time to deliver short courses of lectures. Perhaps, something more effective than
these occasional lectures will have to be developed in the near future and a regular
exchange of students and of professors established between the different Universities
in India and overseas, British and Foreign. In this way, a direct and continuous
cultural contact can be established between different Universities. I feel that the
beauty of your country, its arts and craft, its rich background of ancient culture
and learning will make it a very suitable place for the establishment of such
a centre,

UNITY

Before I sit down, I wish to tell you that your country at the moment needs
men who have not merely education, not merely knowledge or learning, but
sympathy and humanity born of true culture. Nothing depresses me more than
the phenomenon which, alas, is increasing in its proportions, the phenomenon of
graduates, of products of our Universities, who have won the highest distinctions
and passed the highest examinations, and sometimes men of mature years like
lecturers and professors, subordinating all their learning and knowledge to the
petty ends of their own self for gaining applause and cheap popularity or the
sinister interests of their own community. I can think of numbers of sadhus and
sufis, men belonging to all creeds and communities, who have the strength to
subordinate their petty interests to the public good and hold aloft the vision of
one family on earth under God's Rule. There are men and women in this land
who do not possess University degrees, who cannot mouth the modern catch-words
of progress, democracy, etc.; but who are still endowed with that natural sympathy
for mankind, regardless of caste, creed or community. They ate truly more cultured
than the University titled men who fly the banners of their particular communities.
Unfortunately for our country at the moment, when political freedom is dawning
on us, when questions of Indian self-government have come to occupy not the
regions of dreams but the centre of practical politics, we are trying to open old
sores and exaggerate animosities and antagonisms and thus postpone the achieve-
ment of the dream of our statesmen. Communal differences particularly between
Hindus and Mussalmans are being revived for the sake of political ends. It is
forgotten that there were great periods of Indian History when the Hindu and
the Mussalman lived side by side in perfect amity ."and concord, thoroughly appre-
ciative of each other's cultures, and expressing their traditions in a blend of both,
which are even to-day matters of pride to Indians as a nation. Look at the
products of the Art and Architecture expressive of the synthesis of the Hindu and
the Mussalman, which are to be found in North India, especially in Agra and
Delhi which have survived the ravages of time and compelled the respect and
admiration of the world. Before there can be Hindu-Muslim unity on the political
side, there should be intellectual sympathy and co-operation between the two cul-
tures. On the same ideal and cultural plane, affinities and sympathies require to
be fostered with great care and delicacy, Intellectual understanding is the basis of